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Classic films with contemporary scores at  
Brunswick Music Festival 2008 
 

dall’italia all’australia (from italy to australia) 
 
A silent film by Angelo Drovetti presented by Tony De Bolfo.  
By arrangement with Fondazione Cineteca Italiana, Milan 
Original music by Kavisha Mazzella, all traditional tunes arranged and performed by Kavisha Mazzella,  
Irini Vela, Dave DeSanti, Mark Holder Keeping 
In 1924, the acclaimed Italian film producer Stefano Pittaluga commissioned director Angelo Drovetti to embark on an 
epic voyage of some 8000 nautical miles armed with his trusted movie camera. The end result is the film regarded by 
Melbourne’s Italian Historical Society as “the most comprehensive film of the migrant voyage known to be in 
existence”. Dall’Italia All’Australia, a black and white silent film of 60 minutes duration, chronicles the voyage of the 
Regina d’Italia (Queen of Italy) – one of three passenger ships first built for the Lloyd Sabaudo Line at the turn of last 
century. The film was first screened in Italy in May 1925, and premiered in Melbourne eighty years later in 2005, to the 
glorious accompaniment of the Melbourne Town Hall’s grand pipe organ. The film is now presented with original music 
and introduced by Tony De Bolfo, the Melbourne author who uncovered the film gem during research for his book 
Search of Kings. The book examines the history of 108 passengers including his grandfather Silvio De Bolfo and his 
brothers Francesco and Igino, who disembarked the steamship Re d’Italia (King of Italy) in Melbourne in November 
1927. The film showcases the panoramic views witnessed by Italian, Yugoslav, Greek, Arabic and Jewish migrants as 
they stood atop the deck of the old steamer during their sevenweek world odyssey from Genoa to Australia, by way of 
Egypt and Sri Lanka, arriving in September 1924. 
 
Friday 14 March 7.30 pm  
Saturday 15 March, 3 pm, Saturday 15 March, 7.30 pm  
Mechanics Institute, Cnr Sydney and Glenlyon Roads, Brunswick 
$18/$12 
 

Onibaba 
1964 Japanese classic with live soundtrack by Mike Cooper 
Mike Cooper, has been presenting silent film and live soundtrack at the festival for 12 years. His movie this year is the 
unsettling Japanese film Onibaba – Kaneto Shindo’s psychosexual tale of unrequited lust and dubious morality, a 
fantastic cautionary fable with a dark and unique atmosphere. Mike’s score as usual delves into electronica – ‘space’ 
slide Hawaiian guitar, ethereal vocals, samples, all lovingly digitally treated and performed and introduced by himself. 
Mike will also conduct a Q & A session at the conclusion of the film.   
 
Sunday 16 March, 8.30 pm 
Mechanics Institute, Cnr Sydney and Glenlyon Roads, Brunswick 
$18/$12 
 

For full program details www.brunswickmusicfestival.com.au 
 

Saturday 23 February Coburg Town Hall, 2 pm – 4pm 
Free community music for the people - The Victorian Concert Orchestra 

Sunday 24 February, 12 noon – 7 pm 
Sydney Road Street Party, Sydney Road, Brunswick, between Union & Victoria streets 

 
Brunswick Music Festival 

Thursday 28 February – 16 March 
Book online www.brunswickmusicfestival.com.au Bookings 9388 1460 
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